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ANTELOPE & DMC Data Coverage/Request Software Tools 
Version: 2012.081 
Category: BRTT and DMC software, useful software used in passive source data 
processing 
Objective: -‐Provide	  a	  brief	  insight	  of	  other	  tools	  used	  when	  working	  with	  data	  
 
Antelope 
Please request the man page for these tools: 

• dbplotcov -  dbplotcov reads the wfdisc table from the  specified  database, 
determines  the  periods  of time for which waveform segments exist for each 
station-channel and prints and plots this  information.   A PostScript version of 
the coverage plot, named dbplotcov.ps, is created in the current directory. This 
tool has several caveats but for small databases it works to give a visual 
display of the coverage for each station and all channels in your db. 

 
dbplotcov usage: dbplotcov dbname stachan tstart tend [-h [ntrigs]] [-wftar] 

 
Example:  
dbplotcov cafe_join '*:*' '07/09/2006 00:00:00.000' '06/10/2007 00:00:00.00' 

>  plot 
 

• db2sync is designed to create a Synchronization file in the format constructed 
by the IRIS DMC from an existing Datascope database. 

  
Example:  db2sync USAGE: db2sync [-s start_time] [-e end_time] [-S 
subset_expression] [-p pf_file] [-a] [-l] [-d] [-h] [-o] [-w] [-v] dbin fileout 

 
• BRTTPLOT        

viewport,  axes, grid, ptext, polyline, polypoint, map - BRTT tk canvas item 
extensions 

These are all special tk canvas item extensions available through the Brttplot 
package in the Antelope tcl/tk extensions. All of these canvas item widgets act 
as normal tk canvas items, including such functionality as the ability to 
display these in scrolled canvases and the ability to generate PostScript output, 
and they should be thought of as extensions to the various items that are 
described in canvas(n). 

 
• dbsnapshot  collects some information and records from a database into a 

single tar file. This can be helpful when trying to resolve a database problem. 
 

Using DMC tools to View/Requests your archive data 
 

a) IRIS/DMC	  Meta-‐data	  Aggregator	  
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Using the meta-data aggregator from DMC (http://www.iris.edu/mda/ ) you can view the 
complete list of assigned FDSN network codes, including all the networks that submit 
data to the DMC. Therefore, this is a good portal that summarizes data collected from 
PASSCAL experiments since 1986. Parametric information that is extracted from all 
submitted dataless SEED volumes for each network (location, time span, type of data –
Real-time (R) -or Archive A)-, station names, number of stations, channels, instrument 
response plots, etc) can be found for each network available, as well as a link to the 
DMC’s Google map service (http://www.iris.edu/gmap) that the locations for each 
network that has submitted meta-data to the DMC. Using the network code and the years 
of your experiment you can see the information stored about your network. 

b) VIRTUAL	  NETWORKS	  
Currently the DMC has available 18 virtual nets (http://www.iris.edu/mda#vnetlist) 
including 2 from PASSCAL (_PASSCAL & _PAS-OPEN), all US Array EarthScope 
stations (_US_ALL), USArray Flexible Array (_US-FA), and USArray Transportable 
Array (_US-TA), among others.  

 
_PASSCAL Virtual Net – contains over three thousand stations with analog and 
real time data since 1990 to the present. Data from all PASSCAL experiments 
with archived data and currently deployed and/or submitting data. 
 
_PAS-OPEN Virtual Net – Data from stations that have been made available to 
the public from principal investigators from PASSCAL experiments following the 
data delivery policy (since January 2005) explained in APPENDIX_DATA.  
 
c)  BUD_stuff, Monitor, QUACK and others 

 
BUD is the IRIS DMC's acronym for “Buffer of Uniform Data”, the online data cache 
from which we distribute our near-real time miniseed data holdings prior to formal 
archiving. http://www.iris.edu/data/bud/ 
 
 

d)  VASE 
   
VASE is a Java-based client application designed for viewing and extracting seismic 
waveforms from the DHI waveform repository via BUD. 
http://www.iris.edu/manuals/vase/ 
 

e)  JWEED  
 
 JWEED is a Java update of WEED allowing users to access event and station data 
through an interactive map. http://www.iris.edu/manuals/jweed/ 
 
 
You can find some other interesting links and tools under: http://www.iris.edu 


